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English Corner

Aussie Slangs -

G’day Mates!

-Lecturer Queenie Mak-

Have you ever come across the English words “arvo”, “barbie”, “piccie”, “brekkie” and “sunnies”? Do you

know what these words mean?

You are probably wondering if they are even real English words. The answer is YES, they are all authentic

English words widely used in Australia in informal context. Australians often shorten the words they use, for

example, they call themselves “Aussies” which means Australians. They also shorten the country and some

cities’ names - Straya (Australia), Brissie (Brisbane), Tassie (Tasmania) and the Gong (Wollongong). They use

these informal words literally every single day with friends and family in conversations and text messages. This

kind of slang words creates a friendly and carefree tone, and that is what makes Australian English distinctive.

The following are a couple of Aussie slangs that you must know if you are prepared to visit Australia and

speak to the locals.

“G’ day” (pronounced /ga’'der/) stands for “Good Day” which
means “Hello / Hey!. It is a greeting that you can use both day
and night when you meet someone (your friends or someone
you meet for the first time).

For example:

@ When you get on the bus, you can say hello to the bus driver
by saying “G’ day!”

Note: Most Aussies are friendly and polite, besides saying “G’
day”, they also say “Thank you” aloud to the driver before they
alight from the bus to show appreciation.

@ When you meet your classmates at the campus, you can say
“G’ day mates, how’s it going?”

(=Hello friends! How’re you?)

Note: “G’ day” is rather informal, probably you should not use it
with your teachers.

“No worries” means “You'’re welcome”, “It's okay, please relax”.
This phrase is used as a reply to “Thank you” or “Sorry”, and you
will hear people use this one a lot.

For example:

@ When you hold the door for someone and he says “Thank
you” to you, you can reply him with “No worries”.

@ If someone stepped on your foot by mistake and apologized
to you anxiously, you can say “No worries”.
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3.Good on ya

“Good on ya (=you)” (pronounced /gaonja/) means “It’s good, I'm
happy for you”, “Well done!”. It is a useful phrase to express your
congratulations and happiness to someone for the good news
they have.

For example:

(Talking to your neighbour)

You: Hey Judy, how’s it going?

Judy: Very well! | just came back from grocery shopping, I'm
gonna make my favourite dishes tonight.

You: Well, good on ya... Have fun!

Note: The phrase “Good on you” is distinctively Australian. It has
the same meaning as “Good for you” in American and British
English.

arvo = afte:no@!

barbie = barbeque
brekkie = breakfast
cuppa = cupoftea

piccie = picture

sanga = sandwich

sunnies = sunglasses
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