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£nglsh Corner

Learn English for curiosity

Why you want to learn English? That is a simple question and
probably you may say ‘IETLS! I need to pass the Test!”. When
it comes to learning English, most of my friends would say no
without hesitation. It is because of nothing but the fear of

English generated from those tests and examinations.

To be frank, I was a failure in learning English and I hated it a
lot when I was in senior secondary school. Having practised
doing numerous DSE English past papers, I still got a poor
result. Thanks to my English teacher who encouraged me and
rectified my attitude towards learning English that should be

motivated by my own curiosity.

Your attitude shapes your fate. Cultivating curiosity about
English can generate endless power pushing you to
continuously discover the mesmerizing world of English.
Everyone can excel in English without taking any formal
courses. It just requires you to read more, listen more, write
more and speak more. Read more to know more about
different styles of writing, speak more to improve your accent,
listen more to train your skill of catching key concepts and
write more to express your emotions. To achieve an admirable
level of English is a kind of long march and you have to offer

blood, toil, tears and sweat.

One of the best ways to improve your English is seeking
advice from others. Siu Hoi Yat, for example, is a beacon of
hope for us younger generation. He called himself Uncle Siu.
He is passionate in teaching English as a columnist in
Mingpao of Hong Kong, a DJ in Metro Broadcast and a fever
youtuber. A few years ago, he became famous since the
publication of a blog entitled ‘%S FHFFE4EE". This blog was
so eye-catchy but suspicious that it made me curious about its
content when it came to my first sight. He had been sharing
views on British accent and its culture and literature. Recently,
he shares his views by filming videos on Youtube, such as
explaining prestigious litterateur, William Shakespeare’s
sonnets and dramas, admiring amazing statements made by
celebrities, like Tim Cook from the Apple Inc., David

Cameron’s step down speech and introducing the English

*Ma Tin Yau(Year 2016) «

Ma Tin Yau

slangs also fashionable words or phrases, like ‘Brexit’ and
‘pass the popcorn’ etc..
Listening to radio, speeches and lectures, you are
unconsciously taught by the vocal words or phrases. I used to
listen to celebrities talking about English, such as Sir Ti-liang
Yang from RTHK. Besides, listening to BBC news and RTHK
On The Go are also convenient and effective ways to learn the

romantic British accent as well as the way English speak.

Moreover, if you aren’t interested in learning English but want
to possess good English skills, it is great for you to speak and
write more about things that you are excited about in English.
Take me as an example, I am concerned about local or even
global politics. Hence, I read news from The Standard, Pearl
Report and Straight Talk from TVB. I also watch news about
politicians such as Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump in the
US Presidential Election race, and news on different views
made by David Cameron and Theresa May of Brexit and
Angela Merkel’s refugee crisis in Germany. What is the secret
of learning English? It has to be ‘never miss a chance to get in

touch with it’.

Brainwashing yourself is definitely a brilliant method to train
your English skills. I encourage you to use English while
having chitchat with your fellows, commenting on Facebook
and even studying nursing. Mastering English skills, you can
gain lots of benefits, make friends all over the world, see
things in a global perspective, let alone succeed in your

nursing study as well as turn your bright career foreseeable.

(Nov, 2016)
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