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Occupational injuries of clinical nurses in a

medical center in Taiwan
Liao ShuYuan Chu-Yan Chung Bor-Wen Cheng

Abstract Objective: To investigate the types, severity, and incidence of
occupational injuries of clinical nurses in a medical centre in Taiwan and
compare the differences among different working shifts. Methods: 621
occupational injuries that occurred to 29 nurses from July 10th 2006 to
August 22nd 2006 were recorded with a semi-constructive questionnaire
from the surgical department at a medical centre in Taiwan. Results:
Of mechanical injuries, 59.1% were due to prolonged standing, 47.0%
were caused by moving patients or helping patients turn in bed. The
symptoms of injuries included 64.9% of sore muscles, 56.0% of back
pain, 34.3% of lower limb varicose veins. Hand injury caused by fast-
dry disinfection solution occupied 34.3% of disinfection agent injury.
Feeling short of time comprised 45.9% of work stress. Of night shift
injuries, feeling of constant fatigue was 26.9%. Of sleeping disorder,
sleeping interruption and difficulty to get into sleep were both 23.5%.
Of work stress injuries, easy fatigue was 31.6%, and difficulty to get
into sleep was 26.7%. Of the three work shifts, evening and late-night
shifts had more incidences of injuries than day shift did. Conclusion:
The hospital should have a general understanding of the occupational
injuries involving nursing staff. Nursing staff should be educated about
the awareness and prevention of occupational injury. Reporting system
should be established. With limited hospital resources, the nursing
oceupational injury should be minimized, and their career life might be
extended.
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Enhance the identification check rate of the
patients in operating rooms in Taiwan
Hsiu Ju Chang  Tan Chien Kuo* Huj Yen Hsu** Ssu Wen Hung
Chia Fen Wy

Abstract To provide a safe environment for patients in operating
room, the identification check rate of the Patients was expected
to rise from 69.99% to 100% in a hospital in Taiwan. Four
improvement measures revealed: wearing uniform wrist strap for
identifying patients before operation; outlining the operation area
on the patient's skin; designing the identification table for patients
before operation; constructing patients’ identification flow-charts
for operation room . Results showed that the identification check
rate of the patients rose to 100%, and nurses’ cohesive force was

greatly strengthened.
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