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An investigation on tuberculosis patients
abandoning tuberculosis therapy in Macau
Wong Hal Lo Teng Chu* Chan Heong Heong*
Hong Chit* YuLiJun** Leong Sok Man**

Abstract Objective: To understand the reasons for TB patients
abandoning treatment. Method: It is a descriptive study and standard
questionnaires were collected from the patients of TB center who
had abandoned TB treatment from 1997 to 1999. Result: The
majority of the patients acknowledged the effectiveness of TB
treatment. 51.4% of them avoided exposing their diagnosis to their
employer and feared that the side-effects of the medication would
be detected. Conclusion: Financial difficulties were the important
factors for patients to abandon TB treatment and appropriate
financial support may improve the TB treatment compliance.
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